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Process of learning power adjustment and upper limb control in a child with ataxic
cerebral palsy
By
Honami Kuroda"
From
1) Minami-Osaka Children Rehabilitation Hospital

Abstract: We present a case of ataxic cerebral palsy in a female child. Her experience had been
failed repeatedly, because graded muscle strength control was difficult. Hence, her willingness
to perform activities was decreased. Occupational therapists worked with her to enable her to
acquire spoon control. A rubber band was used to make a sensation of resistance when she moved
her arm and hand.

Additionally, we tried to self-adjust the graded muscle strengthening. She was able to receive
sensory information from the upper limbs continuously, and as a result, she was able to control
the spoon independently within 6 months. Subsequently, we aimed at teaching her iPad
manipulation. Manipulation of her iPad was possible only after environmental adjustment.
We believe that her ability to process sensory information was improved after occupational
therapy. After gaining experience in perceived motor control, the child could perform other
potential abilities. She also became cooperative gradually. Thus, in this case, difficulties

in motor control were found to be closely related to behavioral issues.
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