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Awareness of nursery school teachers for children with developmental disabilities and
introducing them to medical care institution
By
Takuya Higashionna! Natsumi Tsukamoto? Moe Ushijima®
Akiko Tokunaga® Ryoichiro Iwanaga®
From

1) Nagasaki University Graduate School of Health Sciences Master’ s course
2) Medical corporaton KAZETONIJI Communate’ Vent et Arc Nozoe hospital
3) Social welfare corporation Saga limb adjusting center karatsu medical welfare center
4) Nagasaki University Graduate School of Health Sciences
5) Nagasaki University Graduate School of Health Sciences

Abstract : The purpose of this study is 2 fold: to investigate the prevalence of children with
developmental disabilities and those suspected of developmental disabilities but undiagnosed
in nursery schools, and to consider the most effective way to inform parents that their children
may have developmental disabilities. Questionnaires about their students’ developmental
problems were filled out by childcare workers from each nursery school in Nagasaki city. As
a result, 86% of nursery school workers answered “Yes” to the question “Is there a child
with developmental disabilities in your nursery school ? ” The rate of children diagnosed
with developmental disabilities was 1. 8%. And the rate of suspected, but undiagnosed was 4. 4%.
More than half of the responders answered “It isdifficult to obtain a parent’ s understanding.”
to the question of “The reason why children suspected of developmental disabilities were soon
introduced to developmental disabilities professionals.” Results indicated that workers
noticed the children’ s developmental problems, they couldn’ t inform the parents about these
problems. Specialist such as 0T" s should consider the best way to inform parents of their
pre-school age children’ s developmental disabilities.
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