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A single case report - the change in using the left hand; from stereotyped movements to
adaptation for some toy or spoon.
By
Fumika Ondo
From
Osaka Developmental Rehabilitation Center

Abstract: This case study involved a quadriplegic child with athetosis who would often hover
his left hand near his mouth. Communication with the child was initially difficult because of
his severe intellectual disability. An intervention focused on expanding the body scheme of
the child without having to restrain the voluntary movements of his left hand. To this end,
the child was challenged to hold a toy or spoon.

As a result, his hand-mouth coordination improved such that he could reach for toys while making
eye contact to communicate. While the instability of his trunk and lower extremities was regarded
as a core problem, it was hypothesized that the movement of his left hand was a postural
adaptation. Rather than direct treatment aimed at his core problem, the intervention based on
the hypothesis was reasonable.
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