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Usefulness of the strength and difficulties questionnaire (SDQ) to screen children with
developmental disability of the five-year medical check-up

Taketsugu WADA" Tetsuo MATUZAKA” Yasuki KIKUCHI?
Akiko TOKUNAGA? Ryoichiro IWANAGA?

1) Souda-Fujinomori Day service center
2) Welfare Center of Nagasaki city
3) Nagasaki University Graduate school of Biomedical Sciences

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to examine the effectiveness of the Strength and
Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) to screen children with development disorder at the five-year
medical check-up.

Participants were 49 children who were judged as having high risk of developmental
disabilities and 369 children who were judged as having no risk by pediatricians.
Kindergarten teachers of all participants responded to items of the SDQ for each children.
And 5 the subscale scores of the SDQ were calculated.

In the results, it was revealed that the sensitivity was 0.88 and specificity was 0.76 when
children scored “high need” on at least one of the SDQ sub-scores.

Since the results showed sufficient sensitivity of the subscales of the SDQ, the might a
useful tool to screen children with developmental disabilities. However, specificity was not
sufficient, and there was a 24% of false positives, children in this group should always be
given a more comprehensive examination.
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