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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to develop an assessment tool for sensory processing, which
can be used by elementary school teachers, by exploring items and factors related to
sensory processing development.

Ve asked elementary school teachers in the Hokkaido, Kanto, and Kansai area to fill out
a previously developed sensory processing questionnaire for each of their students. Those
data and data previously gathered in Nagasaki were analyzed by factor analysis.

Data were gathered on 795 children aged 7 to 12 years old. We excluded 30 items because
response ratios were below 90% or items were not related to sensory processing problems.
Factor analysis of the remaining 47 items produced 5 main factors. We named these factors
‘Sensory seeking’, ‘Over-reactivity to auditory stimuli’, ‘Over-reactivity to olfactory and
tasty stimuli’, ‘Low Registration’, and ‘Over-reactivity to tactile stimuli’.

Establishing an assessment method using these factors will allow elementary school
teacher to identify sensory processing problems in students, make support plans, and make
recommendations for support to children with developmental disabilities.

Key Words:Elementary school students, Special education, Sensory processing, Factor
analysis



