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Development of Social Cognition Tests for screening of young children with autism spectrum
disorder -Making of pilot version tests-
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Abstract

In order to develop social cognition tests that can screen children as young as 3 years
old for autism spectrum disorder (ASD), we made 4 tests (pilot version) and examined the
relationship between these tests’ scores and ages. We also examined internal consistency.

Twenty-seven participants aged from 3 years to 8 years old were given 4 types of theory of
mind tests; [Inference mind by eyes], [Inferring interpersonal relationship situation], [Normal
or not normal], [Stories that need theory of mind and empathy].

As result, there were significant correlations between age months and [Inference mind by
eyves] (r=0.487, p=0.01), [Inferring interpersonal relationship situation] (r=0.802, p<0.001),
[Normal or not normal] (r=0.630, p<0.001), and [Stories that need theory of mind and empathy]
(r=0.696, p<0.001). The Cronbach « value was 0.644.

The test scores increased with age was indicated. Further study should examine the
reliabilities and the validities of these tests.
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