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The needs for children with disorders drinking with straws

~ Based on the questionnaire survey for the multiple experts ~

Yuna Kawakami Yuko Ito ?

1) Yuna Kawakami, Japanese Red Cross Musashino Hospital, Department of Rehabilitation, Occupational Therapist

2) Yuko Ito, Department of Occupational Therapy, Graduate School of Human Health Sciences, Tokyo Metropolitan
University

Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the needs for children with disorders drinking with straws. We
sent an original questionnaire to multiple experts who have experience with children with disorders.

First, we extracted some labels from the contents of free entry fields, and categorized the labels based on the
KJ method. Our results suggested six needs, 1.support the immaturity of the oral cavity and the swallowing
functions, 2.reducing the burden for the children’s helper, 3.support functions except for oral cavity and
swallowing, 4.easy-to-use functionality for the children, 5.made by materials which does not make the
children uncomfortable, 6.choosing the one that fits the children’s special needs.

Our results suggested that “straw” has multiple needs for both children with disorders and the children’s
helpers. On the other hand, the result also implied that the use of straw inhibit the growth of the oral cavity

and the swallowing functions.

Key words : children with disorders , needs , straw



